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THE 1918 INFLUENZA:
IMPACT, IMPLICATIONS, AND UNCERTAINTY
THOSE WHO CANNOT REMEMBER THE 






1918: Spanish Influenza (H1N1)
1957: Asian Flu (H2N2)
1968: Hong Kong Flu (H3N2)




 Where did it come from?
 Average life span
 Minimal understanding
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Spanish Asian Hong Kong Swine (H1N1)












Spanish Asian Hong Kong Swine
United States
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IN 1918…
 Limited care
 Difficulty in disposing of the 
dead
 No way to protect the 
healthy
 Virus could not be isolated
 Deaths produced large 
number of orphans 
 Understanding of disease 
transmission












 Low grade fever
 Slight headache
 Stuffy or runny nose/sneezing
 Feeling tired
 Sore throat
 Mild to moderate hacking cough
 Near normal appetite
Flu
 Sudden
 Fever of 100° F
 Muscle aches and pain
 Loss of appetite
 Chills
 Nausea & vomiting
 Feeling exhausted
 Dry cough
 Severe headache 
 Chest discomfort
DANGERS OF INFLUENZA
 Virus can destroy respiratory epithelium 

















 Development and concerns
 Migratory bird paths














 A/Michigan/45/2015 (H1N1)pdm09-like virus
 A/Singapore/INFIMH-16-0019/2016 A(H3N2)-like virus
 B/Colorado/06/2017-like (Victoria lineage) virus
TREATMENT










1. Surveillance, Epidemiology, Laboratory Activities
2. Community Mitigation Measures
3. Medical Countermeasures
4. Health Care System Preparedness and Response
5. Communications and Public Outreach
6. Scientific Infrastructure and Preparedness
7. Domestic and International Response
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